
CONEY SCHOOL SITE
DEAL LAID TO CRAIG

Mayor Says Comptroller
Recommended Settlement

With Lot Owners.

DEMANDS AN INQUIRY

Corporation Counsel Is Told
to Aid Hirshfield in

Investigation.
PERRY MATTER LOOMS UP

O'Brien Wins Chance to Get
Back at His Accuser in

Astoria Deal.

Just when Comptroller Craig was

preparing to ask the District Attorney
of Kings county to investigate the
circumstances surrounding the selecvionof a Coney Island school site
at Neptune avenue and Thirtieth
street by Dr. Edward B. Shallow, AssociateSuperintendent of Schools,
Mayor Hylan began yesterday a coun-
ter attack upon the Comptroller In an

effort to throw the onus of the Coney
situation back upon Mr. Craig'.
That move was revealed when the

Mayor made public a letter In which
he Instructed John P. ^O'Brien, CorporationCounsel, to cooperate with
David Hirshfleid, Commissioner of Accounts,in an Investigation of the
Comptroller's connection with the
city's disposal of the property which
the Comptroller charges the Board of
Kducation wants to buy back at a disadvantageousprice.
The Mayor accuatf the Comptroller of

recommending the basis for the deal
whereby the city released title to the
land and Intimates that if the city has
been put at a disadvantage thereby the
Comptroller Is responsible for having
misled the Sinking Fund Commission,
lis nrdereri the Fornoration Counsel "to
take such steps in the matter as you
mmy deem necessary."

Old Fend la Reopened.
The row over the Coney Island school

site marked the reopening of the old
feud between the Mayor and Comptrollerwhich had given promise of fading,and the Mayor's newest move Indicatesabandonment of billingsgate weaponsin favor of the utmost they can do
to each other through courts and grand
juries. ^
The Indignation expressed by Mr.

O'Brien when he learned Saturday of
the Comptroller's charge that through
failure to give full Information to the
court he had placed the city In position
10 lose more than $200,000 In the purchaseof the Astoria ferry Indicates
that the Corporation Counsel will followthe Mayor's instructions with enthusiasm.

It Is expected that the Corporation
Counsel himself may begin a counter
attack against the Comptroller in connectionwith the ferry rumpus. It Is
understood that the Corporation Counsel
was rilsnlenseri heeause the ComDtroller
did not reveal a certain communication
Mr. O'Brien had written to liim settingforth his side of the affair, and,
further, that the appraisal of the ferry
property submitted by the Corporation
Counsel's examiner was lower than the
figures turned In by examiners under
the Comptroller's direction.

Hylan's Order for Inquiry.
The Mayor's letter to Mr. O'Brien orderingan investigation of the Comptroller'sconnection with the Coney Island

transactions follows:
"X have Instructed the Commissioner

of Accounts to make a thorough Investigationinto all the facts of the settlementby the Comptroller with the record
owners of certain lands on Neptune avenueand Coney Island Creek. Coney Island.the title to which has been In disputefor many years.

» "As you undoubtedly know, the resolutionadopted by the Sinking Fund
Commission on July 8. 1920. establishing
the method of procedure for these adjustments,as well aa the resolutions
amendatory thereto, were prepared and
offered by the Comptroller, and that in
voting on these resolutions the members
<>( the Sinking Fund Commission, includingmyself, acted upon the report made
by the Comptroller and his recommendationscontained In said report.
"Inasmuch as the Department of FinanceIncluded a real estate bureau and

is the only office In the city government
equipped to appraise value of property
to be acquired, released or otherwise disposedof by the city, the members of the
Sinking Fund Commission were justified
to believe that the Comptroller's report,
made under Chapter 500 of the Laws of
1916, was founded on facie and that hla
recommendation as to the price to be
paid for those several parcels of land
by the several record title owners and
the terms of adjustment with them were
Just to the city and to said record
owners.

"I have caused these resolutions to be
rescinded by the Sinking Fund Commission.
"While some of this land was recommendedby the Board of Education for

« school site, the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment has not yet taken action.
"The question Involved Is: Did the

Comptroller recommend the release of
these lands to these various record title
owners at a price disadvantageous to
the city?

"Confer with the Commissioner of Accountsand take such steps In the matteraa you may dceni necessary."

GETS 'DIVINE MESSAGE *

TRIES TO KILL WIFE

Ex-Policeman Shoots at Worn,
an Who Left Him.

Bernard A. K.-me, 8" years old, for
eleven years a policeman, was locked up
lest night In the police station at West
New Brighton, 8. T., on a charge of
felonious assault after the shooting of
his wife In the home of his slster-ln-law,
Mrs. ,T. O'Neill of 4 Rosewood place,
Btnpleton.
Kane told the police that hla wife lefl

Ms home at 145ii Park avenue three days
ago and took their three children to
Sfaten Island. He said that he went to
church ypsterday morning when he got
off duty and that a divine message came
to him to kill his wife for leaving him.
Accordingly, ho said, he took off his
uniform, got his revolver and went to
Msten Island. Tie fired one shot at his
alfe as she was standing in a doorway
end she fell Into the room opposite him.

Thinking he had killed her. Kane notifiedthe police. The bullet, however, had
only grased his wife's eheek and cut a

little piece out of her eaiv

A

$6,666 FEE FOR
$20,000 CALLEL
Max D. Steuer, Lawyer, ]

Against Widow, Declar
mand Average o

One-third the total amount collected
for a client is not an exorbitant fee,
according to Max D. Steuer, a trial
lawyer, in an affidavit submitted lo Su-.
preme Court Justice Whltaker, which
states that for several years "my str-

vices have commanded a very high
compensation, or an average of ei.OCO
a day for 300 days a year."
The court heard the application of

Vrq AmAlia. Tffl nihnrBTAr a-i-law r.f

Louis J. Hamburger, to compel Mr.
Steuer to return two notes, each for
110,000 of the Coastwise Lumber and
Supply Company, on the ground that he
Is unlawfully withholding them and Is

MAYOR TO EXPLAIN
PAYROLL POLITICS

Albany Investigators Seek
Light on Appointment of
1 H. Warren Hubbard.

When Mayor Hylan gets on the witnessstand facing the legislative committeewhich Is investigating his administrationone of a score of political mys-
teries which he will have to explain is
why II. Warren Hubbard, Tammany
leader, was appointed Deputy Commissionerof Markets after having been
ousted as Deputy Street Cleaning Commissionerby explicit order of the Mayor
for "playing pontics."
That affair has remained a mystery

which only a few of the inner circle of
Tammany Hall and City Hall have understoodand the examiners who are

conducting the inquiry into municipal
affairs are curious to know all about it.
Arnold B. MacStay, Street Cleaning

Commissioner, startled the city administrationin January, 1919, by announcing
ho had received a letter from Mayor
Hylan insisting upon the resignation of
Hubbard as deputy in that department.
The announcement was that the Mayorwouldnot have any one in such an imnortnntnositlon nlnviner nolitics with the
city Job. No effort was made to Inform
the public what particular or unfair
brand of politics Hubbard had played
and whether such political activities had
been Injurious to the city.
As co-leader in the Eighteenth AssemblyDistrict with John Dletz, Hubbard

had been active In Tammany affairs dur-
Ing his Incumbency. He lias been for
years a power In the district known as

"Little Italy," in the vicinity of 110th
street. A a far as has been shown, he
was not any more active in getting his
political followers on the payroll than
ore all the Tammany leaders, nor more
successful In that line.

I.Ike all Tammany leaders, Hubbarn
was regarded as entitled to a good Job
under the Hylan administration. He was

reported to be interested with Paul Va"-
earelll In trucking and contracting, hut
there was nothing shown that the contractshad been mixed with politics.
Hubbard was reported to have gone to
Hylan for explanation. It did him no

good and he was out.
Something happened In the next few

months. W. W. Smith, Deputy Commissionerof Markets, was ousted. Why he
left the city employ Is another unex-

pifunea pumiuai "»jd j ^ it*...

administration which may be solved. He
had been active in handling: the war sup- I
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Defends Claim He Made
ing His Services Comf$1,000 a Day. 1

claiming $6,606 for services not wort'1
more than $2,500.

Mrs. Hamburger said she engaged Mr.
Steuer to collect commissions .and
profits due to her husband's estate irorr
the lumber company, and Mr. stcue:-1
said nothing about the amour t -.f his
fee until a few days before1 the trial. .

when he told her he would expect to ]
get one-third of what she recovered.
Previously, she said, Mr. Steuor told
her he would charge a "reasonable" tee.
because her husband left only the claim
against the Coastwise Lumber and
Supply Company and $5,000 ilfo insurancefor the support of her an 1 three
children. 1

piles, sale of which amounted to millions.
After he got out It was announced the J
city was going to save the $6,600 salary
attached to the post and that there
would be no deputy named.

Shortly afterward that vacancy was
discovered as a place which Warren
Hubbard could have and he was ap-
pointed In October, 1920, and has been
there since. The Mayor was asked to
explain this sudden shift of attitude 1

toward the Tammany leader, but all he v
ever would say was that it was a "per- {
sonal appointment." The legislative
committee will inquire what service Hub- ^
bard has been giving the city and how C
much time he has spent earning his t
salary.
There arc now three Deputies. One c

of the first recommendations the com- t
mittee may make will be the abolition .

of at least two of the Deputy Commis- ~

sionershipa. 0

Members of the committee are look- v

ins: for a lively session this afternoon t
when Police Commissioner Enright appearsat 2 o'clock In answer to a sub- 1

poena to explain why his department re- t
fuses to give the State Investigators rec- v
ords dealing with police finances, transfersand promotions of policemen and c

officials and other activities of the de-
partmcnt. It Is presumed that in tack- v
tins promotions and demotions the State
investigators are seeking to show that 0

Tammany still lias a voice in affairs at p
Police Headquarters. v

If Commissioner Enright refuses to
testify, as it is believed he may, the com- v

mittee is prepared to proceed against s
him for contempt, as was done when jj
Deputy Commissioner Leach challenged
the right of a subcommittee to question a

him behind closed doors. s

The Appellate Division will meet on v
.Tune 29 and will then hear an appeal by
the legislative committee in the Loach n

contempt proceedings. Mr. Leach has n
been upheld in the Supreme Court. Fol- Sl
lowing the precedent set by the Leach
case and relying on Justice Whltaker's
decision upholding the Deputy Commis- L
sdoner, it Is believed Mr. Enright will tj
take a similar stand. ,

In that event the committee will be
able to make little headway in its in- tl
quiry into police affairs until the higher Pj
court rules or the entire committee meets
in formal and open session. Elon it. K

Brown will examine Mr. Enright. a<

ai

REFUSE TO ARBITRATE. n

llocbester Builders Decline Offer

of go in uel I'ntermjer.
Rochebtrr, N. Y., June 19..Building ^

trades employers of Rochester notified tf
Samuel Untermyer they would not accept tl
his offer to arbitrate the Rochester in
building trades strike since they believed U
George Eastman's award of a IS per pi
cent, reduction in the case of the brick- ir
layers set a precedent which should be tl
followed by all the building trades.
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iockwood Committee's Chief ti

Counsel Sought to Show 0i

Loan Conditions. ci
ai
it

Samuel Uutermyer, chief counsel to *

he Lockwood legislative committee. »

I'hich last week in Buffalo disclosed p
hat United States Senator James W. ai

Vadsworth, Jr., and Attorney-General
lharles D. Newton were directors of n

he Frontier Mortgage Corporation, de- d

lared In a public statement yesterday 81

hat certain unfavorable comment con- it
ernlng their connection with the M

ompany which followed the disclosure
ras undeserved. Mr. Untermyer added u
hat there was no evidence to show Ir
hat either Senator Wadsworth or At- fl

p
orney-Genera! Newton had in any T
yay profited by the practices of the tl
ompany. a;

The Frontier Mortgage Corporation [J
ras organized in May, 11>20, to spe- n
ialize in second mortgages. The I"

irospectus of the corporation, in ^

rhich the names of Senator Wads- .

rarth and Mr. Newton, with those of
ome of Buffalo's most prominent
usiness men. appeared as directors,
dvised prospective investors that the

n,
eeond mortgage business was conser- <j
alive and profitable, and that esti- di

tated profits of at least 20 per cent.
tight be expected through discounting qi
econd mortgages at that rate. w

Tt has been the contention of the
.ockwood committee that this prac-
ce. which was shown to be common b<
1 New York city, operates as a dis- "

m
net handicap to building construction, cf
nee by discounting a second mort- es

age at no high a rate the borrower
stually is compelled to pay sometimes
s high as 34 or 15 per cent, for his
loney.

Mr. Intrrm trr'i S I : < rmrnt.

Mr. Untermyer's statement follows:
"So much has been said by way of
nnment on the connection of Senator
fadsworth and Attorney-Oeneral Newinwith the Frontier Mortgage Corporaonthat I regard as undeserved, that,
common justice to these gentlemen, I

el that I should depart from my fixed
rilicy of giving no interviews and makigno statements except on the floor of
le hearing.
"Senator Wadsworth has been a diuere

tisement
itice
iloring sales?
at fifty centson the dollar.
5tom-tailor fabrics.Fifth
hop quality.
>yal folks are passing the
o New York men just as

em.dollar for dollar.
Ink.HI sayyou neverhad
idising message to tell."
t. r.t

'ay you'd feel about it, if
ie inside. But how would
utsider feel as you feel?
f one wav. Simnlv bv stat-

they are.depending on

irifty, the thinking buyer
>r himself.
an ask any advertisement
to induce fair investigation.
superb custom quality
aolenswe are offering here
this month. in a suit or

overcoat to your order
at $30.will speak for
themselves far more

eloquently than anyadvertisementArthur
Brisbane could write.

If this advertisement
will simply persuade you
to come and look.we'll

. call it a good ad.
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>ctor of the corporation about two
eeks, and from what I can learn I
>ubt whether he has ever seen this
ttraordlnary prospectus or knows anvlingabout the real business of the
>rporat!on.
"Gen. Newton's main connection with

ie corporation seetns to be that of
unset, which Involves examining titles
id performing the ordinary and legitilatework of the corporation, about
hieh there can be no criticism.
"The prospectus and transactions of
ie corporation were put in evidence,
ot on account of the connection of
iese gentlemen but notwithstanding
rat connection, in common with like
istlmony Introduced in New York city
order to show the handicaps of the

risting loan market to building operaons.
"I do not regard tlie practices in which
ie corporatior indulges as proper or

gltimate, u'lnough there is nothing disnctlyunlawful about them. At a time
hen the supplying of houses for the
lasses of our people has become the
lost serious problem of the day it was
Tong to launch a corporation such as
lis, with a ii'ghly respectable board of
Irectors, to prey upon the public need
y exacting exorbitant Interest and
onuses, but tl.ere is no evidence to show
lilt ociittLU' ttaunnui vu ui nnui iicj"*

eneral Newtor profited by these pracces."
In a stat orient issued in Washington
n Saturday Senator Wads-worth delarcdthat b? had invested in the
rmpany on the advice of lrlends who
ssured him that the company was carrylgon a legitimate business in mortagcs.Ha si id that ho knew nothing of
te company's practice of demanding a

0 per cent, bonus on second mortgages
urchased ana added that when he was
sked two weeks ago to become a dirocirof the co'poration he had written his
ssociates instructions to the effect that
is name should not be used as an Inucementfo- the sale of the company's
lock to other investors.
The Locktvood committee will resume
a public hearings here Wednesday. wh> n

rr. Untermyer plans to go further Into
ic affairs of the Prudential Insurance
ompany wttn particular reference to
le company'.' Investments and the. holdigsof me.libers of the directorate in
nanclal Institutions with which the
rudentials funds are kept on deposit,
he committee will also dig deeper into
io advance in rents for office buildings
nd loft premises during the last four or

ve years and as a starter will examine
lto the leaa?s of the Equitable Office
uilding Corporation, the holding cominywhicli operates the Equitable
..I1JI. 19fl Dr..a,lnnv

iPPEALS FOR UNBIASED
REVISION OF CHARTER

Tlie Real Estate Board of New York
lade public yesterday an appeal to
ov. Miller to disregard political expelencyin appointment of the committee
> have charge of the revision of 'lie
ty charter, and to consider only the
uestlon : "How can a charter be framed
hieh will clearly and siin/ply ropvide
>r ctflclent local government for 6,000,)0people?"
When the committee is appointed, the
>ard urges that it "hew to the line, let
le chips fall where they may," and
ake a clean sweep of all unnecessary
hces and departments.
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SYNAGOGUE STONE LAID. /

Institutional Community Will lie

Lai-neat lu America.

The cornerstone of me institutional
Synagogue, which when completed will
be the largest Jewish community renlro
in America, was laid yesterday at 37 to
13 Weet 116th street, with RepresentativeIsanc Siegel. president of the synagogue;Henry Blankfort, chairman of
the building committee; Judge Alfred J.
Talley of General Sessions; Rabbi HerbertS. Goldstein. Samuel Marx and
Rabbi lsidor Goodman as speakers. Sol
Lamport, a director of the Institution,
who laid the cornerstone, was presented
with a gold trowel by Samuel Marx. | >j!
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